
A
MAN
IN FULL
�e Hall of Fame gets a man with
   memories of the good and the bad

In a large way, Price at 46 is a man who very nearly has it all: three
major championships, 41 professional victories on five continents, enough
money so that there is no longer any compulsion to sign a head-to-toe
equipment-endorsement deal, a luxurious but homey Gulfstream III jet
to facilitate the commute to Dallas, South Africa and points beyond
(plus a helicopter to accommodate the home games when the tour is in
South Florida). And he has a golf swing that still displays the brilliance
that made him the best player in the world from 1992-’94. 
      With a Hall of Fame induction Oct. 20, even life itself seems to

What a life:
Relaxing aboard
Caddyshack, a
65-foot Hatteras.
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Fans, business associates, tournament directors, shy youngsters
afraid to ask for their first autograph, fellow tour pros. And 
mostly, of course, his devoted wife, Sue, and their three children,
whom Price values above all else in his life—including even a
major championship. (Because Price wanted to extend a family
vacation for an extra week, he opted out of this year’s PGA 
Championship.)

veryone loves Nick Price.E



love Nick Price. But for all the public ado-
ration and peer respect, just about no one
feels his pain. The pain of majors lost that
could have been—maybe should have been—
won. The pain of the little caddie with the
big heart who was lost too soon. The pain
of the country of his youth lost beyond all
recognition by the destructive hand of a
ruthless dictator.

In a quarter-century as a pro, Price has
seen all sides of the game—and perhaps
even more importantly, all sides of life. He
has been the best player in the world and
he has been down to his last dollars. He
has traveled on his own jet on his way to a
million-dollar payday and he has flown on
military missions in the midst of a bloody
civil war. He has been blessed with a good
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wife and healthy children but also seen
both his father and right-hand man cut
down well short of a life lived full. Price sat
down to talk on three separate occasions,
reflecting on his career, the game and a life
inside and out of golf that has been noth-
ing short of complete.

Golf Digest: Did you ever imagine a Hall
of Fame career when you were in your
back yard in Rhodesia playing made-up
games of golf?
Nick Price: Never. In fact, my mom chased
us off the yard for playing golf. The
ground is a red clay, like in Texas, and the
problem was, we were taking these big div-
ots right after it rained, and the walls of
these beautiful houses were getting splat-
tered with big, red welts from the divots. 
After your success of the early ‘90s,
was the Hall of Fame something that
you let yourself think about?
I thought about it a lot when Greg [Nor-
man] got in, Payne Stewart, Bernhard
Langer and Tony Jacklin, because all these
guys had similar careers to mine. Payne
and I had very similar careers—three major
championships; he’d won internationally.
When Bernhard Langer got in, he’d won
two majors. Greg had won two majors.
Tony Jacklin had won two majors. I started
thinking, Maybe I’ve got a chance here.
Did you feel left out for a while?
A little bit, particularly when Bernhard

Born: Jan. 28, 1957; Durban, South Africa.
Residence: Hobe Sound, Fla.
Height/weight: 6-feet-0; 190 pounds.
Family: Wife Sue; Gregory (12), Robyn

Frances (10), Kimberly Rae (7).
Turned professional: 1977.

PGA TOUR VICTORIES (18):
1983: World Series of Golf.
1991: GTE Byron Nelson Golf Cl.,

Canadian Open.
1992: PGA Ch., H.E.B. Texas Open.
1993: Players Ch., Canon Gr. Hartford

Open, Sprint Western Open, Federal
Express St. Jude Cl.

1994: Honda Cl., Southwestern Bell
Colonial, Motorola Western Open,
British Open, PGA Ch., Bell Canadian
Open.

1997: MCI Cl.
1998: FedEx St. Jude Cl.
2002: MasterCard Colonial.

INTERNATIONAL VICTORIES (23):
1979: Asseng Inv.
1980: Canon European Masters.
1981: San Reno Masters, South African

Masters.
1982: Vaals Reef Open.
1985: Trophee Lancome, ICL Intl.
1989: West End South Australian Open.
1992: Air New Zealand/Shell Open.
1993: ICL Intl, Sun City Challenge.
1994: ICL Intl.
1995: Alfred Dunhill Challenge, Hassan II

Golf Trophy, Zimbabwe Open.
1997: Dimension Data Pro-Am,

Alfred Dunhill South African PGA,

Zimbabwe Open, Million Dollar
Challenge.

1998: Dimension Data Pro-Am,
Zimbabwe Open, Million Dollar
Challenge.

1999: Suntory Open.

NATIONAL TEAMS
Presidents Cup: 1994: 0-2-2; 1996: 2-3-0;

1998: 2-1-2; 2000: 2-3-0; Totals: 6-9-4.
Dunhill Cup: 1993: 0-3; 1994: 2-1; 1995:

5-0; 1996: 1-2; 1997: 1-2; 1998: 3-0;
1999: 1-2; 2000: 0-3; Totals: 13-13.

Other: 1993 and 1994 PGA Tour leading
money-winner; 1993 and 1994 PGA
Tour Player of the year; 1997 Vardon
Trophy winner; 2003 inductee into
World Golf Hall of Fame

THE PRICE FILE

We all know who the 
lead dog is: It’s Ginty,
a Jack Russell terrier.
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I wouldn’t have been as nervous as I was
when I first met Jack.” Those people,
they’re politicians and royalty. Jack was a
god to me.
You’ve been a pro for more than 25
years. Who’s the best ball-striker

you’ve ever seen?
Lee Trevino. There are two, ac-
tually. Simon Hobday is one
of them, definitely. 

Trevino was mesmerizing
on the practice tee. You can al-
ways tell a pure ball-striker by
the sound the ball makes com-
ing off the club. It’s a dull
thud, a very solid sound. I al-
ways listen to that with good
ball-strikers.

Simon would have been a
great, great player had his
nerves been better. People say
he drank a lot. He didn’t drink

that much. He had trouble sleeping. I
know; I roomed with him for a year in Eu-
rope. He wasn’t the carouser and the party
animal that people thought.
What’s your best Hobday story?
Simon and Dale Hayes challenged Mark
McNulty and me in one of these exhibi-
tions back in the early ’80s. McNulty
putted phenomenally well, and Mark had
used the same putter, a BullsEye with a
blue grip, for years. They’d stopped mak-

and Jacklin got in last year. I felt like that
was about the time for me. Payne, I can un-
derstand. I’d never, ever have a problem
with them putting Payne ahead of me. But
you can’t take someone who is flamboyant
and whatever and put them in ahead of
someone who’s achieved more, you know
what I’m saying? It’s like, what’s important
in golf: Is it a record, or is it what the per-
ception is? A classic example is John Daly.
John’s won fewer than 10 tournaments
worldwide in his entire career. People
would think he’s a true superstar in the
game. Well, his record doesn’t say that. 
Beyond your golf, you’re known for
being a nice guy. What helped you de-
velop that reputation?
Honesty—having empathy for other guys.
In what way, empathy?
On the golf course, on the practice tee,
where a guy’s struggling. If you see him
doing something, maybe you can help him
a little. You have to go through all those
struggles to understand it. 

I think it’s really hard for a guy like
Tiger or Mickelson or any of those great
players to relate to some guy who’s just got
his card and can’t make a cut. There are
lots of guys out here, sort of my genera-
tion, who will help each other.
Does that not happen as much today?
I think it happens in small little cliques.
You helped Hal Sutton this year.
He’s a close friend. I’d seen him practicing
for four or five weeks, and it just didn’t
look very good at all. On the practice tee at
Hilton Head, I walked past him and said,
“Can I tell you something? Would you
mind?” He said, “Please, be my guest.” 

I said, “This is what it looks like to me.”
And the penny dropped. He hit a couple of
balls and said, “Well, it feels kind of weird,
but I’ve got a lot more power.” That’s what
it takes sometimes when you’ve got a great
player—you give him that seed and he can
grow it into a tree. Now, if you went head
to head with him in a tournament and he
beat you by holing a 30-footer on the last
hole, you’d feel like an idiot for giving him
a lesson. But it’s just awful to see someone
struggle at this game, like Seve [Balles-
teros] and [Ian] Baker-Finch. It gets to the
stage where everyone is trying to help
them. They’re bombarded with informa-
tion, so you just stay away.

It could happen to us, believe me. It’s
something that we’re all aware of, and we

all have our reasons it hasn’t happened to
us. But confidence is such a fragile thing.
When was it a struggle for you?
In 1978, my whole year in Europe was a
struggle. I remember going to a tourna-
ment in Jersey that year. Each week in
those days cost about £250 [ap-
proximately $450]. Pay for your
caddie, your accommodations
and whatever. Well, I had £230
in my pocket, and if I didn’t
make a decent check, I was
done. I ended up making about
£800, and then went to the Bel-
gian Open and made another
check. Then I was on my way.
It was that close. Then when I
came over here, in ’83, I did-
n’t  play very well  at  all .  I
think I  was 104th on the
money list when I won the
World Series. I wasn’t guaran-
teed my card at all. 
You beat Jack Nicklaus to win that
World Series. What did he say to you
when you beat him?
On the 18th green he shook my hand and
said, “Well played. You played great.” I had
met him before, and he’s always been ter-
rific to me. When friends ask, “What was it
like the first time you met Jack Nicklaus?”
I say, “Well, if I’d met the Queen of Eng-
land or the President of the United States,

Interview: Nick Price

‘It’s just
awful to see
someone
struggle at
this game. 
. . . It could
happen to
any of us,

believeme.’

A man with drive:
Price with his ‘67
Shelby Mustang.
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If you repeated what
you just said in Zim-
babwe, you could be ar-
rested.
Oh, yeah. Absolutely. I’ve
been very subdued in my
criticism over the years, be-
cause I have family and
friends there, and I know
that things could happen. 
Your family is obviously
very important to you.
You like being a dad.
You’re given only one op-
portunity to raise each
child. I don’t want to look
back on my life and look
at my kids and say, “Man, I
wish I’d done that when
he was 10,” or whatever.
It’s gone. 

More than anything
else, I remember my mum
saying to me, “I don’t care
how successful you are,
what you’ve done in life,
how much money you
make—it doesn’t matter.
All I want to see every time
I see you is a smile on your
face. Then I know I’ve
done well.” And it’s so
true. That’s what I’d like to see from my
kids, too.
You took essentially six weeks off
this past summer after the U.S. Open,
playing only the British and Mem-
phis. And you surprised a lot of
people by skipping the PGA Champi-
onship. Why?
Nobody wanted to come home from va-
cation. I figured I’ve played in enough
PGAs, and that time with my family is so
important. I said to my wife just before
we were going to come back, “How
about we stay another week?” And she
said that would be great. And then I said,
“Do you kids want to stay another
week?” And they just went berserk. I said,
“Well, that’s it, we’re staying.”
Do you think some of those feelings
that you have are related to . . .
My father? Oh, yeah, I would say that.
[Price’s father died in 1967 when Nick
was 10] I was really fortunate, because
my mother and two brothers certainly
filled that hole substantially. We’re a very

close family, and I think
people who do lose a par-
ent when they’re young
and they’ve got siblings,
they do become closer.
What happened to my
dad, I try not to let that

inf luence too many things with my
kids—otherwise I’d never leave home. 

I could retire now if I wanted to, but
what am I going to do? A man has to
have a sense of purpose in life, and that
sense of purpose keeps your self-esteem
and your pride. I’d dearly like to play the
senior tour for three, four years, and
then retire. At the age of 54, I’ll have been
a pro for 35 years. I want to end up doing
some fishing and exploring the world
and going to the Grand Prix at Monaco,
Monte Carlo and going to Wimbledon. I
went there a couple of times, but I want
to go and witness some of the great
sporting events. Go and watch England
play Australia or South Africa play Aus-
tralia in cricket.

I’ve got to ask you about
cigarettes.
My kids are all over me
about my smoking. 
Who’s going to win?
They will. I don’t even
know what to say. It’s the
worst habit in the world,
there’s no doubt about it. I
don’t know how I’m going
to do it. I’ve resigned my-
self to the fact that I’m
going to have to quit. It
has to come from the
heart more than anything
else. I’m just hoping one of
these days I’ll wake up and
be determined to quit. But
I can tell you it’s definitely
a priority. But I’m really
worried as well because I’ve
seen what’s happened to
players who’ve quit smok-
ing, and they’ve lost their
golf games. So I don’t
know. It’s kind of a Catch-
22. I know what will end
up happening, though.
The moment I semi-retire
from this game, I’ll quit
smoking. But I don’t know
when that’ll be.

Do you think you’ve gotten the most
out of your career? 
I’m going to say one thing. I wish I knew
when I was 25 what I know now. About
my golf swing. Because had I learned at
an early age, even in my 20s about my
golf swing, I think I would have won a
few more major championships. That
was always my desire as a kid and as a
young professional, to be a grand-slam
player, to win all the majors, because I
think that’s the ultimate accomplish-
ment. 
You think you’ve still got a chance to
win the other two?
I suppose I’ve still got a slight chance. But
I’ll take another British Open and retire
gracefully. Well, I don’t think I’d retire,
but I’d sort of just sit back and enjoy the
rest of my life.

This is the 102nd Golf Digest Interview in a se-
ries that dates to 1991. For highlights of previ-
ous interviews and other stories about Nick
Price, visit www.golfdigest.com/features.
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Price 
keeps 
hundreds
of clubs at
his home
in Florida.
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