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Golfing great with
designs on the Carribean

THREE-TIME MAJOR WINNER (TWO US PGA CHAMPIONSHIPS AND THE 1994 BRITISH OPEN) AND
FORMER WORLD NUMBER ONE NICK PRICE TALKS EXCLUSIVELY TO ANNABEL MILNES-SMITH

confess to being utterly hopeless on the golf
course and was until recently not even a
spectator. However, since interviewing the
legendary Nick Price my attitude towards
this Royal and Ancient game has totally changed.

Nick’s many accolades over the years have
included spending 43 weeks as world number
one; setting new US Tour prizemoney records in
1993 and 1994; and, in the latter season, winning
two majors back to back, the British Open and US
PGA Championship (he also won the US PGA in
1992).

While staying at a beautiful villa in the
Dominican Republic overlooking Nick Price’s
Punta Blanca championship golf course, I was set
on tracking him down. This, taking into
consideration his busy schedule, was no mean
feat. However, I eventually succeeded and from
my opening question, I have to confess — dare I
say it —to becoming a golf groupie.
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B How did your love of golf start? Did you always

have your heart set on becoming a golf pro?
“No, not at all. I started caddying for my
brother Tim, when I was eight. When he was
out searching in the woods for his golf ball, I
took the opportunity of taking a few swings.
That is how it all began.”

B You were the youngest of three brothers,
although very sadly one of them passed
away. That must have been hard for you
and the family and also very difficult for
you, being the youngest...

“Yes, it was a difficult time for all our family.
As for being the youngest is concerned, I
think the worst part of it was that I always got
all the hand-me-downs. Whether it was
cricket bats, tennis rackets or golf clubs,
they were always out of date by the time they
came to me.”

W You began your golf career in 1977 and by the
mid-nineties you were regarded as the best
player in the world. How did you manage to
rise up the rankings so rapidly?

“It was actually over about 14 or 15 years. [ would

just say it was steady slow progress. I just

plodded. I was always a late bloomer. I felt that

each year if I could just improve my game, just a

little bit each time, knock off the rough edges and

refine my game, I would become a player of force.

However, I always lacked confidence and it wasn’t

until the early nineties when I gained enough self

belief to begin winning tournaments. After I

broke through in 1991, the next five or six years

were golden times for me. I felt every time I

played well, I had the chance to win.”

B What do you think is the secret to your success?

“I think just building on previous successes with
a dogged determination and perseverance;
more than anything else. That is one thing I am
really proud of. I never gave up. I just kept
pounding my head against a brick wall.
Eventually that came tumbling down.”

W You had your first victory in the US, winning
the World Series, and then your career took a
downturn until the nineties. Why was that?

“I don’t like to look at that time so much as a

"AFTER I BROKE THROUGH

IN1991, THE NEXT FIVE OR
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TIMES FOR ME”

downturn. I saw it as a reconciliation and building
period. When I won the World Series in 1983,
they issued me with a 10-year exemption. I was
only 26, so it gave me the opportunity to really
work at my game; to solidify and make it stronger.
I started playing very well in 1986-87 but my
putting was very sub-standard at that stage. From
about 1988 through to 1991, before I won my
second tournament, I had many close shaves and
second places. I just couldn’t break through and
win. So obviously the frustration that had built up
really came out in my determination to succeed.
That is when I started winning.”

B How did you feel when you won your first
major championship?

“For me to win the first major, having had five or

six really close matches, and being 35 years old...

the peak of a golfer’s career. I knew I could do it,

but it was just a question of at what time. When I

did finally win, it was a huge monkey off my back.”
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B Was it difficult staying at number one?

“They have changed the points system
dramatically over the years, but back then it
certainly was hard because the points were
different and you really had to keep playing well.
If you played sub-standard golf over two or three
months, players tended to get knocked off that
perch. I continued to play well. That is why I was
fortunate to hold onto the spot for nearly a year.”

B You have made the transition from the regular
PGA Tour to the Champions Tour (seniors).
Are you enjoying it?

“Very much so. It is totally different to the

regular tour. The Champions one is much more

of a hands-on, sponsor, PR type tour, where it is
all about the pro ams we play in. It is more
relaxed. A very fan-friendly tour.”

B You played in the President’s Cup for many
years. Do you enjoy the team concept?

“It has always been played more in the spirit of

the game as opposed to win or lose at all costs.

That is the big difference. There was real

camaraderie amongst the players.”

B Having recently returned from the Dominican
Republic I visited your golf course at Punta
Blanca. Can you tell me why you chose the
Dominican Republic and particularly that area?

“We just saw it as a great opportunity. As you

see that area has blossomed and really grown

in the last six to eight years, so it was great
for us to get our feet in the door and put
something down, where people could actually
play one of our golf courses.”

B What was your philosophy in designing
Punta Blanca?

“You try and encompass a golf course for all
players; especially in a tourist resort. I tried to
make it as versatile as I could, so that even the
beginner could go out and play, as well as the
professionals and amateurs. It is now a challenge
for all groups.”

B How did you become involved in golf course design?
“For a lot of players, course design is a very
important thing, especially when you have
played on all the great golf courses. That is why
it is something I have always wanted to do. Since
I have played all these wonderful courses, from
the four corners of the earth, I really got an idea
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"HAVING KIDS, A GOOD WIFE AND A SOLID HOME IS, |
THINK, THE FOUNDATION TO ANY SUCCESSFUL PERSON”

as to the style and the type of golf course that fits
the location. I think, for me, it is a passion more
than anything else.”

B What is your approach to your design business?
“To build challenging golf courses that every
player can enjoy; ensuring that they are not too
easy, or difficult, for every level of golfer.”

B Modern equipment has changed the game.

How has this affected your design philosophy?
“Certainly from the championship tees on most
of the golf courses we have added a considerable
amount of yardage, but I still think shot making is
the most important thing to test the really skilled
player; that is all done with angles. Basically what
we have tried to do is not only make people
control the accuracy of their tee shots, but also
control the distances. It is a two-fold process.”

B Back to your career... what has been your
proudest moment and your lowest one?
“My proudest was when I finally won the British
Open in 1994. Especially after having had two
second place finishes in the eighties. To most of
us international players, the British Open is the
world championship of golf.
The lowest point — I've had so many! Probably
that period in the late eighties when I was
playing really well but could not win - it was
very frustrating to play the quality of golf I was
and not to be the victor.”

B You are a renowned family man. How have
you managed to balance your sport, golf
design business and family requirements?

“I think that has probably been one of my

greatest challenges, trying to balance continuity

with my family and career. In the early years of
my son’s life he travelled with us. That was really
easy, but when school started it was tough.
However, my timing was pretty good because my
wife and I waited until later in our lives to have
kids, so when my career on the regular tour came
to an end, my children were starting to become
teenagers. I have been fortunate enough to spend
alot of time with them in the last five years.”

B What advice would you give to young players
wanting to turn pro?

“The bottom line is to always enjoy playing, even

when you are not playing well. That is the

secret. If golf becomes an absolute bane, you

must find something else to do.”

B What values do you live by?

“Treat others as you would like to be treated.
It is my one philosophy. My mother taught me
that a long time ago. That, together with my
family unit, is very important to me. Having
kids, a good wife and a solid home is, I think, the
foundation to any successful person.”

B Finally, are you going to be buying in the
Dominican Republic?

“I don’t know. That is a good question. I am still

a while away from retirement, but that is

certainly a place that I will be looking at.”

Well, what an honour to have interviewed this
great sporting legend. It was worth the wait. 1
will certainly be returning to the Dominican
Republic and to my dear friend’s luxurious
villa, but may have to delay my return until I
receive an invitation for a private lesson from
Nick Price. Toodle Pip.

One of the key features of the Punta Blanca golf course is
the opportunity to purchase a custom-designed, luxurious

“Sanctuary” villa facing directly onto the course.

B For more details about the Nick Price championship

course: www.punta-blanc.com or
www.nickprice.com

B Information about Sanctuary Villas:
www.sanctuaryvillasatpuntablanca.com




